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HIGHLIGHTS

COCHRAN’S DEAL: Attorney
Johnnie L. Cochran Jr. signed a.
book contract for a’ figure that
“slightly exceeds™ the $4.2-million
advance paid Marcia Clark. A1 - S
SPENDING DISPARITY: L.A. ;

© mOcean: State commission -
| urges that $500,000 in permit fees

schools’ spending for students with - : frd et T
special needs grew more than ten- | be used to open new accessways -

fold, while the amount spen nt for’ | affered hv landowners.
regular = education programs 0ffered by 1 a-ndowners'-'- :
dropped nearly 3% from 1967 to. foo 8y o S
1991, a study finds.B1 - . - YL RABIN . -
S F1 s e TIMES STAFF WRITER PR R
VENICE REVAMP: Community B e R R
groups that rarely agree are ap- With four out of five potential coastal
plauding a boardwalk redesignplan | . aCCESSWAYS not yet open to the public, the " |
that the L.A. parks commission is ~ California Coastal Commission unanimous- . |
scheduled to vote on today, al- ly-agreed Tuesday to seek legislation that . | *
though the material to be used for | - 001:}1; f:?hmﬁ 3302’2%% a n_‘;'ﬁarlw m;new_ i
Tesurfacil ; pa e state’s 1,100-mile coastline. .-
resurfacmghas sparked debateBi « | +i The commission’s 11-0 decision came in
O IR T R A O8] | response to a Times report in September |
EARTS OFT“EGIW - | | strips of land for public access along the
e | . state’s. coastiine had been Sicopted by
| . publicagencies, /& " e EE G0 Dt o
-~ _The remaining 81% of the offers will |

' H
8

| | expire—most in the next 10 years—and the -
 potential access they would provide will be - |

" lost unless public agencies or ‘nonprofit -

. groups step forward and agree to accept

' responsibility forthem. - .= - T

- Commission Executive Director Peter °

. Douglas called the vote a “strong reaffirm-

. ation” of the commission’s commitment to

| publicaccess. . ‘. ber il B A s e

| . Nowhere is the number of potential " | . Marcia Cla in light moment Tg
- | County, which has the biggest population, | _ ey i

; : - . ' Pleasesee COAST, B3 :
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being shuffled from one
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es through dance.B2"
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EDITORIA

Public Access
to Beaches -

m Re “The Long, Bumpy Path to the
Beach,” editorial, Nov. 26: :
Protecting and expanding rights of pub-
-lic access to and along the California coast
have always been and continue to be the
Coastal Commission’s highest priority. The
challenge is translating this policy into
reality. Unfortunately, your editorial
relating to potential public access ways
along the coast (i.e., existing legal “offers
to dedicate” easements for public use
(OTDs), which have not yet been accepted
and opened to the public, misstated several
important facts. The editorial unnecessar-
ily alarmed members of the public by
incorrectly suggesting public coastal
access opportunities could be lost as a
result of inaction by the Coastal Commis-
sion. In fact, public access opportunities
represented by OTDs will not be lost
because the commission long ago took
steps to make sure these 0TDs would be
preserved. The State Coastal Conservancy
and the State Lands Commission have
agreed to accept legal title to any OTD that
would otherwise expire. Losing public
access opportunities represented by 0TDs
is not the issue—finding a way to convert
them into usable public access on the
ground is.
The commission does not have the legal
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authority to accept and hold interests-in
land (i.e., easements for public use). Nar
can the commission make the physical
improvements needed before people can
use an access way to the beach: nor canit
accept maintenance and liability responsi-
bilities for access ways. The Coastal Act
prohibits opening potential access facilities
to public use unless and until a public or
private organization, other than’ the ¢om:
mission, steps forward to accept'responsi-
bility for liability, operations and
maintenance of the access way.. Unfortu-

. nately, due to fiscal constraints, potential

liability costs and the politics of local
opposition to access for the general public,
few governmental or private, nonprofit
organizations have stepped forward. . .7
Disturbed and frustrated by the lack.of
progress in opening new access ways for
public use, the Coastal Commission-has
taken the initiative to seek legislation to
address the problem. The first measure
would place coastal development permit
fees that the commission collects (about
$500,000 per year) and which now go to the
state’s general fund into a special publie
access account that the Coastal Conser-
vancy would use to make grants to local
governments and nonprofit groups for the
purpose of improving and opening access
ways on the coast. Another proposal would
expand protections against legal liability
for any property owner who provides free
coastal access to the public. In addition, the
commission will increase its ongoing
efforts to persuade public and private
agencies and organizations to open,,and
operate coastal access facilities. ~
. PETER DOUGLAS, Exec:Dir.

California Coastal Commission

San Francisgo
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